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FOREWORD

The Sahassavatthu is a work often talked about
in literary circles and not yet published in any country,
As its name is mentioned in the Mahavamsatika, its
editor, Dr. G. P. Malalasekara M. A., PH. D, D. Litt. of
the University of Ceylon, some 25 years ago made
an attempt to edit this work. 1 believe that he
had obtained two photographic copies of it from the
British Musium and a handwritten copy from the Ber-

pnard Free Library in Rangocn. However, the Doctor,
now the High Commissionor for Ceylon in Moscow,

was too busy to afford his time for its completion.
Rev. Dr. Rahula, having gone through the MS while
he was in University of Ceylon, has included some
details of the work in his ¢“History of Buddhism in
Ceylon”

Afterwards Mr. K. D, Somadasa B. A., M. S., Assis-
tant Librarian of the University of Ceylon, took a
keen interest in the work, transcribed the text in
Sinhalese characters, and having collated it with another
copy, sent his MS to me together witha Burmese MS
obtained from the Bernard Free Library, for further
edition and revision. He also informed me of the places
where I could get more copies of the work. Although
I vyisited thcse places I could get only one palm-leaf
copy, from Mahakappina-mudalindarama of Balapitiya.

xxiii
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While I was collating his MS with these Burmese
MSS Mr. Somadasa had to leave the Island for Europe
on some official business, As he would be abroad for

many months he entrusted me with the task of editing
the work.

In editing this work I got help from the Rasvahini,

the Saddharmalankaraya which is the Sinhalese version
of it, and the Sihalavatthu which was recently edited

by me. Rasavahini is the refined and enlarged form
of the Sahassavatthu. The Saddharmalankara has a more
eleborate form than the Rasv: The Sihalavatthuis an

older work, relating same kind of stories, but not al-
together similar. '

The author’s name of the Sahassavatthu is not
given in the text; but the author of the Rasv.,, Ven.
Vedeha, states tbat it isa work of Ven. Ratthapala of
the Guttavanka Parivena, at Anuradhapura. As the-
Rasv. was based on the Sahv. the latter's date must
be earlier than that of the Rasv. Rasavahini’s author
was a pupil of the Elder Ananda Vanaratna, who com-
piled the Mulatika of the Abhidbamma Commentary.
The subcommentary to the Mulatika was compiled by

the Elder Dhammapala of Badaratittha, whose date was
fixed by me at about 976 A.D. So the date of the
present work should be earlier than that *

* See p. 193, Corrctions of Geigr’s Mahavamsa Eto.
published by the Ananda Book Company, Ambalangoda,
1957.
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The Sihalavattu is the oldest of these three story —
books. It was compiled even before the time of
Buddhaghosa by an Indian Elder who lived in the
Andhra country.

The Rasv. and the Sahv. were compiled in Ceylon.
Although the Sihalavatthu 'is older, it has fewer gram-
matical mistakes than the Sahv. Tbe present work has
some peculiar words and phrases. For instance, “podam
kilitum,” in the sense of fighting, occurs no where else
in Pali works; yet it cannot be a corruption as it occurs
in four places in the same story. In Sinhalese the
usage “pora badanava” for wrestling is there, although
the origin of ‘pora’ is unknown. Mr. Devaprasad Guha
M A, lecturer in Pali at the University of Rangoon,
once told me that the Bangalee language has such a.
phrase in the same sense. Hence great care should be
taken before stamping such a word as a corruption, as
it might have come infrom another langauge. Pimbaro
for boa constrictor is another such word. Rev. Dr. Ra-
hula says that it has followed the Sinhalese word
pimbura; but we have to find out the origin of it as
it might bave come from a foreign language

The name ¢‘Sahassavatthu’ does not mean ¢a thou-
sand stories.” Sahassa here is a compound word,
sa + hassa, which means “connected with joy, “or” pleasure -
giving.” Hasa and hassa are synonyms in Pali. So the
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stories that bring joy and pleasure to the reader are

named ‘Sahassavattu.’ The name Rasavahini has the
same meaning.

As many different readings, concerning Propernouns,
occur in these three books, the Sahv. the Rasv. and the
Saddharmalankara, I entered them in foot-notes. Fora
long time the present work was preserved in Burma;
the Burmese copyists, who had no knowledge about

place-names in Ceylon, have often corrupted them In
the Burmese MSS there is the name of a story given
as ‘‘Dvayeka Vajjigama-vatthu” The Rasv. and its
Sinhalese version have it as Ravakavitthi-gama-vattha,

With this instance one can understand how far these
names have undergone changes

My thanks due first of all to Mr. Somadasa and
Dr. Malalasekara, secondly to Rev. M. Pannasena of
Mahakappina-Mudalindarama, and the publishers Messrs
Aranda Book Company of Ambalangoda.

A. P. BUDDHADATTA

Aggarama,
Ambalangoda,
11.11. 1959.
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